
Every Body Counts, the 2015 edition of the Global 

Burden of Armed Violence, provides a wealth of data 

relevant to security and the post-2015 sustainable 

development framework. It estimates that 508,000 people died 

violently—in both conflict and non-conflict settings—every year 

in 2007–12.

The report offers new evidence of the global distribution of lethal 

violence and its trends since 2007. It benefits from increased 

availability of disaggregated data enhancing knowledge of 

context and characteristics of lethal violence, especially 

incidents involving firearms. The report also includes in-depth 

analysis of gender aspects of lethal violence and provides a fine-

grain picture of the economic costs of homicide.

The third volume in the Global Burden of Armed Violence series 

examines how a comprehensive approach to violent deaths can 

serve to track progress towards a peace and security goal—

whether as part of the post-2015 development framework or as 

a goal within a national strategy.
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Available in print or as ebook  

Complimentary copies will be available at the event.
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T he Global Burden of Armed Violence report is the first compre-

hensive assessment of the scope of human tragedy resulting 

from violence around the world. More than 740,000 people 

die each year as a result of conflict-related and homicidal violence—

a figure that should capture the attention of decision-makers and 

activists worldwide.

The report brings into focus the wide-ranging costs of war and 

crime on development and provides a solid evidence base to shape 

effective policy, programming, and advocacy to prevent and reduce 

armed violence. Drawing from diverse sources and approaches, 

chapters focus on conflict-related, post-conflict, and criminal armed 

violence, and on the enormous economic costs of armed violence. 

The report also highlights some of the less visible forms of armed 

violence, including sexual and gender-based violence, extrajudicial 

killings, kidnappings, and forced disappearances.
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Top left: Mourners at the funeral of a former gang member in Davao, the Philippines.
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Centre left: A Lebanese soldier by a burning vehicle.
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Bottom right: Rwandan refugees at a camp in Tanzania, 1994. 
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Centre right: An Afghan woman photographed in her village near Kandahar, 2002.
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Speakers

  Michael Møller, Acting Director General, United Nations 
Office at Geneva

     Ambassador Claude Wild, Head of Human Security 
Division, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs,  
Switzerland

     Keith Krause, Small Arms Survey  Programme Director

Panel discussion

  Representatives of goverments, UN, and civil society, 
discussing armed violence and the post-2015  
development agenda, and the challenges of measuring 
progress


