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This e-newsletter supports the Geneva DeclaraimoArmed Violence and Development
process. Drawing from practical efforts to prevamtl reduce armed violence around the
world, it aims to inspire and encourage governmentsrnational organizations and civil
society organizations to take action. The initiesveviewed here can help transfer know-
ledge and lessons and identify ways of linking digwment programming with armed
violence prevention and reduction strategies. Thee8a Declaration, which is now en-
dorsed by 108 states worldwide, is committed tacoste interventions. The process is
organized around three pillarsevocacy, Programming and M easur ability and Re-

sear ch.

For more information on the Geneva Declarationigdctivities please visit the web
site:www.genevadeclaration.org

In Memoriam: Colleagueslost in an airliner crash

Our colleagues and friends Ronald Dreyer, Pablyfseand Pablo’s wife Ana Carolina
were aboard the Air France flight AF 447 that dg=gred over the South Atlantic on
Monday 1 June 2009. They were among the 228 pasisseagd crew travelling from Rio
de Janeiro to Paris aboard the aircraft.

Ronald Dreyer started his career as a delegaketigtinternational Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC). He also served with Unitetidda missions in El Salvador, Mo-
zambique, Azerbaijan, Kosovo, Angola and elsewHear2006, Ronald joined the Gene-
va Declaration Secretariat as its coordinator, thas&eneva. He worked with the Swiss
Permanent Mission to the UN and the Small Arms &uride will be remembered for his
dedication and passion to promoting the issueragdrviolence and development. He
was instrumental in mobilizing the support of mtiran 100 countries to this cause. His
legacy, but more importantly his warmth and goochbur, will be greatly missed by all
who knew him.

Pablo Dreyfus, who was also traveling with hisemfna Carolina Rodrigues,
worked tirelessly with Viva Rio and with the Braai authorities to stem the flow of
arms and ammunition that fuelled bloody turf waegged by drug gangs in Ridavelas
or slums. He was a renowned expert on gun violandeon arms and drug trafficking, as
well as countermeasures. His research was cruncthkeicampaign for Brazil's new gun
law and the establishment of the Permanent Comomigsi Arms Trafficking in the Bra-



zilian Congress. Pablo was a generous, knowledgesaial good-humoured colleague.
Ana Carolina also worked with Viva Rio, coordingfithe Children in Organised Armed
Violence project, and was highly regarded by albwhew her.

The Geneva Declaration Secretariat extends itdalences to the families and
loved ones of Ronald, Pablo and Ana Carolina. Goughts are with them all during this
difficult time.
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Advocacy

To date the Geneva Declaration has been adopteddity by 108 states, Luxemburg
being the latest country to sign up. CommitmenhéoGeneva Declaration requires
states to subscribe to measurable reductions iredraiolence by 2015. It also means
that states are expected to be transparent and apent the character and severity of
armed violence within their borders.

Governments encour aged to send views on ar med violence and development to UN
Secretary-General. As we reported in past issues of the Geneva Datadar Newsletter,
General Assembly Resoluti?dd RES/63/23 requested that UN member states semd th
views and other relevant information to the UNS@héugh the deadline for submis-
sions was May 31, states are still being encourémsdnd in their viewd.o date, rough-
ly 30 governments have submitted reports and otireractively preparing submissions.
The UN is drafting a Secretary General's repotidaeleased later this year.



Starting in early 2009, the Geneva DeclarationeCaroup catalyzed a wider go-
vernmental response. Civil society organizatiomsiad the world also encouraged their
governments to send their views to the UN. To datee than 50 governments have been
contacted in this effort. As well, three group<il society organizations submitted
their own views.

This mobilization demonstrates an important wat tonflict prevention, peace-
building and arms control and disarmament NGOscoatribute to awareness building
and policy development with governments and theemidiN system. A growing number
of NGOs now have a hands-on experience with thedwiolence and development
agenda, which should help in the continued grovitihis movement. But critical gaps
also remain. It is important that international axadional-level development NGOs also
play a role in encouraging governments and partioetake armed violence prevention
and reduction seriously. Their voices must be addeke growing chorus.

For a list of government responses see:
http://www.un.org/disarmament/convarms/SALW/Htmided _Violence-
MSViews.shtml

The civil society reports are at:
http://www.un.org/disarmament/convarms/SALW/Htmided Violence-
NGOViews.shtml

Programming

The Geneva Declaration process encourages all UMinee states and NGOs to adopt a
proactive and comprehensive approach to armed na@grevention and reduction on
the ground. Fortunately, there are literally thousis of efforts underway around the
world that aim to reduce violence. Many of thegaieitly draw on “developmental” ap-
proaches to day-to-day violence. The selectiorugtetl below only scrape the surface of
what is going on every day in affected communities.

To encourage learning and to improve practice, @eneva Declaration Core Group is
supporting a number of “focus countries” plan, dgsiimplement and evaluate violence
reduction activities. Specifically, Guatemala, Body Timor-Leste and others are being
supported by donor governments and the United Natidevelopment Programme to
this end. Information on these activities is aviaidaatwww.genevadeclaration.org

International: 4th Milestones M eeting of a Global Campaign for Violence Preven-

tion. This meeting will be held on 17-18 September, 2@0%WHO headquarters in Ge-
neva, Switzerland. The theme of the meeting is ‘Bing global violence prevention.”
The 4th Milestones Meeting will make plans to sahsally increase action, political
support, and funding for violence prevention woridisv It will convene representatives
of Official Development Assistance agencies, othheragencies, and large NGOs to find
ways to step up support for violence preventiowilltend by issuing a declaration on
the next steps to take to boost global violencggargon. The meeting will include mi-
nisters of health and from other sectors as keyspgakers and presenters. For informa-
tion on the campaign selettp://www.who.int/violence_injury prevention/en/

and the international network &tttp://www.who.int/violenceprevention/en/index.html




Rwanda: Development and ar msinspections linked. A firearms inspection exercise
has been carried out by the Rwandan governmeheiparts of the country affected by
so-called insurgents and firearms-related crimesn@unity policing and sensitization
exercises are being administered in the same arkesugh these exercises, citizens are
encouraged to engage in voluntary surrender afdllarms. They are informed of the
need to actively participate in national developtraard social welfare programs particu-
larly those geared at poverty reduction and thenptmn of good health in affected
communities (locally known asutuelle de sanjéincome generating activities are also
promoted in view of the fact that armed violencedeirs and retards sustainable devel-
opment while at the same time poverty increasepdbential for armed violenc®RECSA
Member States Updates, June 2009

Kenya: Small armsand peacebuilding initiative. The NGOs Peacenet-Kenya and Sa-
ferworld-UK held a workshop in Nairobi with the Natal Commission on Disarmament
and other government officials. The goal of the timgewas to review progress made in
formulating national small arms control, armed &rate reduction and peacebuilding pol-
icies. In light of recent post-election violence¢h policy initiatives aim to help maintain
stability in Kenya and work towards creating aitagpeace in the country. The work-
shops were not just used as a talking forum. Rpaints suggested critical changes to na-
tional policies and agreed on a timeframe to presesm to the Kenyan Cabinet. For ex-
ample, the policy on small arms will go throughreaf stage of validation before it is im-
plemented, hopefully in late June, 20@®eported by Peacenet- Kenya)

Iragq: Community Seminarson armed violence and peacebuilding. A wide spectrum

of Iraqi society were involved in seminars in 2@@Parmed violence organized by the
Iragi Organization for Rehabilitation of SocietydaBnvironment in Karbala, central Iraq.
For example, on 17 June participants included sheeikli other community leaders who
agreed to work to reduce gun violence. On 21 JineePeace Corps and other NGO
groups took part, and on 23 June academics weodvien. Participants in the seminars
committed to creating a forum for peacebuildinglarbala, which will develop projects
to reduce the supply and demand for small arméydirg urging the government to
support the ATThttp://www.iansa.org/campaigns_events/WWoA2009/ntengtira

India: Pledges against armed violence. The Rural Development and Youth Training
Institute (RDYTI) continued organizing rallies innk 2009 against gun violence and mi-
suse together with armed violence in the villageglandargar, Jaspura and Damodarpu-
ra in the Kota District, Rajasthan. Over 600 pedptk an oath that they will not use any
guns or other weapons in their community. In otddransfer messages to young people
— often the most likely perpetrators and victimyiolence — the RDYTI also hosted
puppet shows, theatre performances, workshopageilineetings and youth Leadership
training campshttp://www.iansa.org/campaigns_events/\WWoA2009/Aia.

Cameroon: research training. Cameroon is beset by a growing incidence of poeglat
armed violence, particularly the notorious “coupede routes” or highway bandits. But
other forms of violence are hidden from view, irthg domestic violence. From 14-18



June 2009, Women in Alternative Action (WAA) Camamded a training session for
young people on research and household surveyitpesito shed light on domestic vi-
olence. The training included guidance on how faragach the authorities on sensitive
issues, including topics relating to small armstiBigants in the course then used ques-
tionnaires to explore the effect of guns on wonsem to explain the Disarm Domestic
Violence campaign sponsored by IANSA.
http://www.iansa.org/campaigns_events/WoA2009/Afittm

M easur ability and Resear ch:

A central pillar of solid advocacy and programmisgvidence. Good evidence is based
on solid research. The Geneva Declaration proces®mmitted to supporting national
and local-level research to inform interventionst blso to promote awareness and un-
derstanding of the risks and dangers posed by anence and underdevelopment.

The following examples are examples of innovathge@ath-breaking research that shed
light on the interconnections of armed violence dedelopment. There are literally
hundreds of reports and assessments emerging fremavelopment and humanitarian
sectors on the ways armed violence undermines hgafaty and wellbeing.

Central America: Approachesto gang violence reduction need to be rethought.
Conventional approaches to gang violence reduetitmpted by certain countries in Cen-
tral America are often heavy-handed and coerciheyToutinely feature police and even
army personnel and meet delinquency with stiff fiegsaand prison time. A recent paper
by the Small Arms Survey explores the flaws of éhagproaches with examples from
Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Honduras, Mexinmbthe United States. It docu-
ments how so-called Mano Dura policies can radieagjangs and make violence more
dangerous. The paper also highlights the way meveldpmental efforts undertaken by
local public and non-governmental agencies offstanable returns.
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/files/sas/publica®_papers pdf/2009-OP23-Gangs-Central-
America.pdf

Brazil: Researcherssay social and income inequality generatesviolence. Social and
economic inequality appears to be the principlédiaexplaining soaring rates of vi-
olence in Brazil, according to recent studies. [tedggh expenditures, crime fighting
policies established over the past decades haveroe¢n effective. Public security spe-
cialists now propose that carefully-tailored ecorodevelopment strategies should be
incorporated explicitly into public security modelhis view was discussed at Brazil's
Third Annual Forum of Public Security in Vitoriasgrito Santo State, at a round table
that included several Brazilian experts. Accordimgcademic Rodrigo Soares, crime in
Brazil is determined by social and economic condgiallied to public security policies:
“The social and economic conditions are favorabtecfime while crime fighting poli-
cies are weak in Brazil.” Soares says that inetyuediduces social cohesion, and gene-
rates unrest among groups suffering privations.
http://www.comunidadesegura.org/en/STORY-cost-ofarice




Timor-L este: Rethinking gang and election violence. Although Timor-Leste claimed
independence a decade ago, the young country’dagerent prospects continue to be
held back by instability and armed violence. Thmdii-Leste Armed Violence Assess-
ment (TLAVA) — a project of Austcare/ActionAid atide Small Arms Survey — has re-
leased two Issue Briefs highlighting the way armedence is manifest in the country.
The Issue Briefs highlight the fact that more t8&000 youth are members of gangs (in
a country of just less than one million people) #rat a range of innovative interventions
are emerging to address their spread and reaclmWwihda, the Issue Briefs also observe
the way seven electoral processes have been eitlmarable to, or resilient against, vi-
olence. It considers ways that development ageweiesnticipate and prevent such vi-
olence from occurring in the futur&ww.timorlesteviolence.org

A call for paperson violent conflict and health. Editors of the journalhe Lancehote
that he public health sector plays a key role in viokepeevention and reconciliation
processes. In their view health and violent cohflie@ strongly interconnected: examples
being health and the root causes of violent cantlie health consequences of violent
conflict, and the possible role of public healtlidoe, during, and after violent conflict. A
special issue ofhe Lancebn violent conflict and health will coincide withiébal Re-
sponse 2010—an international conference on videntlict and health in a globalizing
world. For its special issue, the Lancet is encgimgasubmissions that build on the evi-
dence-base of humanitarian relief, action, and a@euation in violent conflicts, and the
overall role of health workers before, during, afigr such conflicts. The deadline for
submissions is Aug 3, 2009. Contact Rhona MacDgoriilchard HortonThe Lancet,
London NW1 7BY, UKhttp://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/articléS01140-
6736(09)60964-8/fulltext

Publications:

I nternational Compendium of Crime Prevention Practices. This very practical 2008
publication was released by the International Gefdr the Prevention of Crime. It con-
tains crime prevention and community safety prastigleaned from North America, Eu-
rope, Africa, the Caribbean, Central and South AcagOceania and South Asia. It also
provides concrete exampl#®t illustrate what governments, police and comityyrart-
ners can do practically to reduce and prevent cantkvictimization, and create and en-
hance safety. The compendium covers five broad ése@ommunity Safety, Youth at
Risk, Youth Gangs, Community Safety and Indiger®esples, and Police - Community
Partnerships in Crime Prevention. Many of the peastincluded form part of an inte-
grated approactihat addresses different risk factors associatéd evime and victimiza-
tion. Available in English, French and Spanish iers; download from:
http://www.crime-prevention-intl.org/

Linking Mine Action and Development Series. The Geneva International Centre for
Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) has published a $&boidelines for Practitioners on
Linking Mine Action and Development. Landmines artder remnants of conflict often
affect lives and livelihoods long after a conflies ended. Yet mine action programmes
often aren't linked early and strongly enough Wity development actors. In response,



the Geneva International Centre for Humanitariamdd@pment has published guidelines
on how to ensure mine action promotes developnmemime-affected countries. The se-
ries includes four publications:

- Linking Mine Action and Devel opment - Humanitarian and Development NGOs;

- Linking Mine Action and Development - Mine Action Centre;

- Linking Mine Action and Devel opment - Official Devel opment Cooperation Agencies;
and

- The Guidelinesfor Mine Affected States and the Guidelines for Mine/ERW Opera-

tors.

See:http://www.gichd.org/gichd-publications/listed-butgect/#c2709

Also consultwww.genevadeclaration.org/resources.html

We want your feedback

Need for Moreinformation: Do you want to share information about activitiesttare
ongoing in your country? Do you have any relevaittligations that show the connec-
tions between armed violence prevention and rediietith development? If you have
some information about successful projects—prevaumgoing—that you think would
be relevant, please share them with our readersoifitact the editor, send an email to
newsletter@genevadeclaration.org

This newsletter is edited and distributed by thekgn United Nations Office (QUNO) in
Geneva in order to build awareness on issues g development and armed vi-
olence and to increase engagement with the Genegkafation process. QUNO is man-
dated by the Geneva Declaration Core Group of stadenform civil society about the
Geneva Declaration process.



