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This e-newsletter supports the Geneva DeclaraimoArmed Violence and Development
process. Drawing from practical efforts to prevamtl reduce armed violence around the
world, it aims to inspire and encourage governmentsrnational organizations and civil
society organizations to take action. The initiesveviewed here can help transfer know-
ledge and lessons and identify ways of linking dgwment programming with armed
violence prevention and reduction strategies. Thee8a Declaration, which is now en-
dorsed by 108 states worldwide, is committed tacoste interventions. The process is
organized around three pillarshevocacy, Programming and M easur ability and Re-

sear ch.

For more information on the Geneva Declarationigdctivities please visit the web
site:www.genevadeclaration.org
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Advocacy

To date the Geneva Declaration has been adoptenddiy by 108 states, Luxemburg
being the latest country to sign up. CommitmenhéoGeneva Declaration requires
states to subscribe to measurable reductions iredriaiolence by 2015. It also means
that states are expected to be transparent and apent the character and severity of
armed violence within their borders.

UN Releases New Report on Armed Violence and Development. The UN Secretary-
General’s report on “Promoting development throtighreduction and prevention of
armed violence” was released on 5 August 2009 i N languages as UN Document
A/64/228. As mentioned in earlier issues of the &wsletter, this report was mandated
by a resolution adopted by the UN General Assenmbecember 2008. More than thir-
ty governments and civil society organizations mted the views that formed the basis
for the text. The report takes a very strong positin the links between armed violence
and development, analyzes the relationship at stepth and concludes with an exten-
sive list of recommendations for action by manyetént actors.

The report is on the General Assembly’s agenda&dlovember 2009. On that
day GD Core Group states will express their supjporthe report and its recommenda-
tions and then go on to outline a road map fooactincluding the introduction of a new
resolution in the GA in spring 2010. The GD Cor®@r is planning a special briefing at
the UN on the same day to highlight the new repod current actions on AVD issues.
See the GD website for additional commentary alikao the UN report and related
processhttp://www.genevadeclaration.org/index.html

Regional M eetings on Armed Violence and Development. The Geneva Declaration
process now includes a “Second Generation” of rejimeetings which will explore
practical programming and research issues. Thesirginar in this new series was held
in Cartagena, Colombia on 20-23 April 2009. Then¢weas co-organized by the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP)/Bureau fosi€iPrevention and Recovery
(BCPR) and the United Nations Regional Centre fade, Disarmament and Develop-
ment in Latin America and the Caribbean (UN-LIRE@h the support of the Spanish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation. See tBD website for more details, in-
cluding group reports (in Spanish only) and theifpleason’s summary (English and
Spanish)http://www.genevadeclaration.org/regional-declanadihtml

Other regional meetings in this new series aenaarly stage of discussion.
Possible events include a meeting to be organigddNsLIREC in Jamaica for the Ca-
ribbean region in early 2010 and a Philippine-hdsteeting in Manila in March 2010
for governments and civil society experts from &dtast Asia and the Pacific.




Norway Teams Up with UN Development Agency To Reduce Armed Violence. The
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) hasiéshup with Norway in a new
public drive to try to reduce armed violence. “Tthge we will work to build a frame-
work for practical action — between governmenterimational organizations, and civil
society — aimed at achieving measurable reductiottee global burden of armed vi-
olence by 2015,” said UNDP chief Helen Clark, whasvin Oslo in October as part of a
four-day visit that also included stops in Finlaardl Sweden.
http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/2009/octobetpunorway-pledge-to-reduce-
armed-violence.én

One fruit of this intensified interest will be @int Norway-UNDPArmed Vi-
olence/Development Conferencein Odlo planned for 21 — 22 April, 2010 as part of the
GD platform. This high-level event is intended tobitize political support for address-
ing armed violence (AV) in the MDG review proceghe sessions would highlight the
impact of AV on achievement of the Millennium Demeinent Goals (and vice versa)
and cover thematic areas such as urban, youthemdegviolence, stressing opportuni-
ties for national and local programming elements.

West Africa: Governance, I nequitable Development and Exclusion Drive Gun
Violence. Liberia’s Foreign Minister, Dr. Olubanke King Alede, speaking about the
causes of small arms proliferation in Liberia, eagihed such factors as: governance and
the inequitable distribution of resources whickenftulminated in coup d'états, ethnic
policy and exclusionary practices such as thosging to citizenship, human rights
violation and institutional corruption, among othefkerele also pointed out that
ECOWAS, of which Liberia is a member, supportsuigsv that conflict prevention,
democracy and good governance are closely relatgadssuch, there is a need to
establish mechanisms to prevent conflict. The Mémis comments were made during an
Inter-Agency Synergy Retreat for government and society, organized by the Liberia
National Commission on Small Arms in collaboratwith the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS) and with support frili@ United Nations Development
Programhttp://www.liberianobserver.com/node/1411

Programming

The Geneva Declaration process encourages all Uhilnee states and NGOs to adopt a
proactive and comprehensive approach to armed nca@egrevention and reduction on
the ground. Fortunately, there are literally thousts of efforts underway around the
world that aim to reduce violence. Many of thegdieitly draw on “developmental” ap-
proaches to day-to-day violence. The selectiorugtetl below only scrape the surface of
what is going on every day in affected communifiesencourage learning and to im-
prove practice, the Geneva Declaration Core Grasipupporting a number of “focus
countries” plan, design, implement and evaluatdenoe reduction activities. Informa-
tion on these activities is available wtvw.genevadeclaration.org

Action within the GD Focus Countries Framework. This programming is currently
conducted in six host countries by a wide rangaomior governments, international
agencies and civil society. For examplelamaica the government and UNDP have de-



veloped an armed violence and sustainable peagegonoe which is developing a poli-
Cy on community security; establishing an obsemyabm armed violence in four com-
munities and looking at other support includinguadative livelihoods. IfPapua New
Guinea actions are taken within a nation-building for diepment programme, which
includes stands of work on peacebuilding/commuséiyurity, gender and other themes.
In Kenya the activities are conducted in the frameworkhef post-conflict coordination
group of donors, which includes donor, governmeint] society and research institute
representatives. The Kenyan programmes are veeys#ivncluding creating an infra-
structure for peace (e.g., local peace committéesining for parliamentarians and senior
civil servants on conflict management, resolutiod peacebuilding and working in pas-
toral areas on addressing the drivers of violeaag,environmental, social and economic
factors.

Democratic Republic of Congo: Community Justicein the Eastern Congo. Amid the
chaos and lawlessness of Eastern Congo, a locahiaagion has developed an innova-
tive approach to settling disputes and promotirstige, one community at a time. Arche
d'Alliance, a partner of The Advocacy Project initdyhas created Comites de Media-
tion et Conciliation (CMCs), or conflict resoluti@m@mmittees, in 24 communities across
South Kivu. The CMCs function as alternative “cstifor disputes involving property,
debts, inheritances, and domestic quarrels, aredgedssure off the overburdened Con-
golese justice system. They also provide an impbogaurce of legal help for refugees
and internally displaced persons in underserveal areas. Local CMCs also act as dis-
tribution centers for information on public healsecurity, the constitution, and refugee
land rights and reintegration. The CMC in Luvungstbeen in existence since 2006, and
it attracts villagers from as far as 30 km away.

http://advocacynet.org/resource/1259

Danish Aid Agency Adopts Focus on Community Security. The development NGO
DanChurchAid (DCA) has established a new policyAomed Violence Prevention and
Reduction. This new direction builds on an eatteman security theme but with a focus
on community security. DCA will adapt its existipgpgrammes or start new ones that
will tackle the wide range of risk factors for amné@olence. Activities will include: rein-
tegrating ex-combatants, improving police-communéations, highlighting the dangers
of weapons possession; helping young people firgdredtives to gang membership, en-
hancing weapons storage facilities of state-ownedpens, and increasing access to jus-
tice so that perpetrators of armed violence anetified and tried.
Seewww.danchurchaid.orfpr more information.

Conference on the Rehabilitation and Re-integration of War-affected Children. In
celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Unitedibhs Convention on the Rights of the
Child, an international interdisciplinary conferenan rehabilitation and reintegration of
war-affected children (RRWAC) took place on 22-28d@ber 2009, in Brussels. Two
perspectives were central to the conference: a mdreidual-oriented approach through
psychosocial support to war-affected children antbae society oriented perspective
focused on transitional justice. Children’s rightsvided the overarching framework.
More information available




Pakistan: Tackling Armed Violence and Development at Community level. The dete-
riorating law and order situation in most part$akistan has halted the process of devel-
opment, especially in Pakistan’s Federally Admarist Tribal Areas (FATA). Frustrated
tribal youth, who have been living in a closed andservative society, have taken up
arms and are vulnerable to recruitmentihadi armed groups. The Pakistani NGO
Community Appraisal and Motivation Program@AMP) has been working closely
with local communities and youth groups in the resrareas of FATA through various
development and conflict prevention projects emiivag the involvement of local lea-
dership. The programmes focus on enhancing thaitadicapacity of youth groups and
local leadership in the fields of conflict prevemtj conflict transformation, advocacy and
lobbying, and the management of participatory dgwelent in their respective areas or
villages. In a complementary effort aimed at redgadhe availability and demand for
small arms, CAMP engages civil society, governnoéfitials and parliamentarians in
support of the international campaign for the Affnade Treaty (ATT). More informa-
tion atwww.camp.org.pk

M easur ability and Resear ch:

A central pillar of solid advocacy and programmisgvidence. Good evidence is based
on solid research. The Geneva Declaration proces®mmitted to supporting national
and local-level research to inform interventionst blso to promote awareness and un-
derstanding of the risks and dangers posed by andence and underdevelopment.
The following are examples of innovative and pataking research that shed light on
the interconnections of armed violence and devetmpm

OECD Armed Violence Reduction (AVR) meeting. The OECD'’s International Net-
work on Conflict and Fragility held its regular sixonthly Armed Violence Reduction
Advisory Panel meeting on 24 September at OECD #ieaders in Paris. The Panel, co-
chaired by the UK and UNDP, brought together legdinmed Violence Reduction do-
nors and experts to advise on the development @aroducts and policies in this sec-
tor. Several forthcoming products will include: A Reduction study mapping inter-
ventions in 6 different settings, as well as AVRgrnamming notes on urban armed vi-
olence, youth armed violence and SSR/AVR interdods. Efforts are being made to
assure that these developments are fully cohengéimttve Geneva Declaration process.
For donor policy and approach to Armed Violence l#idn please se&rmed Violence
Reduction: Enabling Developme@ECD DAC 2009, available at:
http://www.oecd.org/document/21/0,3343,en_2649 3869 42281877 1 1 1 1,00.ht
ml

WHO hosts Milestone M eeting on Violence prevention. On 18-19 September the
World Health Organization (WHO) played host to #feMilestone of a Global Cam-
paign for Violence Prevention Meeting. The almd¥ 2ttendees included academics,
health care professionals, members of the crinjisdiice system, representatives from
various governments and the WHO. The two-day ceniss treated violence as a sys-
temic health risk that can be attributed to caosalirisk factors and countered by pre-



ventative resilience factors. Researchers descnbatkerous ways that empirical evi-
dence can be used to better understand violencamfmoh policy, for example through
geographical mapping and the profiling of victinm&lgerpetrators. A number of practi-
tioners offered examples successful violence praweprogrammes built from a strong
evidence base. The participants agreed that fustmress would depend on reaching out
to policy makers and enhancing collaboration betwbe public health and criminal jus-
tice/public safety sectors. The conference launahelénce prevention: the evidene
eight-part series of briefings on interventionptevent interpersonal and self-directed
violence:

http://www.who.int/violence_injury prevention/vigiee/4th _milestones_meeting/public
ations/en/index.html The presentations, meeting report and list digpants for the
meeting are now available on the website:

http://www.who.int/violence_injury prevention/vigiee/4th_milestones_meeting/en/ind
ex.html

Papua New Guinea: Public Health Research Focuses on Armed Violence. New Zeal-
and medical students are conducting action-oriergeearch to prevent gun violence in
the Pacific. The students, members of the New AeaBranch of the International Phy-
sicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPN®/§ currently assessing the success
of the UN-supervised disarmament programme in Biowgke, Papua New Guinea
(PNG). This research project uses retrospectivlysisaf hospital records which has
proven to help identify groups at risk of injuryn€e these risk factors have been identi-
fied, interventions can be designed to prevenhtirrinjuries and deaths. Another project
assessed the public health consequences of trédraliwthe highlands of PNG as a con-
tribution to civil society campaigns like the Camlh to Stop Gun Violence PNG (which
includes Oxfam and UNDP)ttp://www.ippnw.org/Programs/AFP/index.html

Our world. Views from the field: Theimpact of conflicts and armed violence on civi-
lians. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICB&@hmissioned quantitative
(statistical) research surveys to measure the itrggaarmed conflict on the civilian pop-
ulation in eight of the most troubled places inwWwld, which are either experiencing
armed conflict or suffering its aftermath. The ctri@s chosen were: Afghanistan, Co-
lombia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Georgia, Hagbanon, Liberia and the Philip-
pines. In each country, a broadly representativgp$a of the adult general public was
interviewed, either in person or by telephone. ghestions covered people’s personal
experience of armed conflict and violence, the gigampact that it has on them, views
on the acceptable conduct of combatants, the eféectss and desired actions of related
organizations and third parties, awareness of gm@e@a Conventions, and the role of
health workers during armed confli€tll report

Publications:

Aid and Violence: Development Policies and Conflict in Nepal. The Communist Party
of Nepal (Maoist) launched its "People's War" i®89At the same time, foreign aid has
been a fixture of Nepal's development efforts sihee1950s and the donor community
has been the key partner in Nepal's developmegesses and failures. How did these



two realities—the insurgency and foreign aid—in¢gPar his report, published by the
Feinstein International Center at Tufts Univergitghe USA, looks at the underlying
causes of the Maoist success story and at doraisigs and activities in Nepal and at
their interplay with the conflict environment. h@ws that the aid community did not ful-
ly grasp the nature of caste, class and ethnicidiswation in rural Nepal nor that “de-
velopment” was not benefiting the most disadvardaggeups. Development failure can
thus be construed as a contributing factor torikarigencyDownload here.

Agricultural Policiesand Local Grievancesin Rural Rwanda. Chris Huggins, a consul-
tant and former researcher for Human Rights Wadtak,written this analysis of the way
that economic development policies can threatemtiermine security in a developing
country Many observers have identified land scarcity amdlrpoverty as contributing
factors to the Rwandan genocide, and potentiakeswf future instability and conflict

in Rwanda. While Rwanda’s economic growth has hegmessive, inequality is steadily
increasing, and the benefits of investment have lielelargely in Kigali. The Govern-
ment of Rwanda appears to have recognized thegedgamand has embarked on an am-
bitious program of land and agricultural reformawg¢ver, fieldwork suggests that the
reforms themselves pose grave risks to the stabilithe country, due to both the nature
of the ultimate policy goals, and the repressivgsna which they are likely to be im-
plemented. SeBeace Reviewol. 21, No. 3 (Fall 2009).
www.usfca.edu/peacereview/PRHome.html

Security Promotion in Fragile States: Can Local Meet National? Exploring the Con-
nections between Community Security and Disarmament, Demobilization and Reinte-
gration (DDR). This August 2009 report from the Netherlands tosgi of International
Relations ‘Clingendael’ reviews the existing litena on the link between community
security and DDR processes. The text examinesuirert state of affairs with regard to
community security and DDR policies and programmdeether initiated from above by
state or multilateral agencies or from below by NGIDd communities. The following
stages of project work and reports will be basediedd work in Burundi, Colombia,
Democratic Republic of Congo, and Sudan. Theyddg#cribe context-specific ap-
proaches for community-based DDR that can enhdrechuman security of populations
affected by conflict and can help prevent the peddtion of small arms and light wea-
pons.View the full document

Also consultwww.genevadeclaration.org/resources.html

W e want vour feedback

Need for Moreinformation: Do you want to share information about activitiesttare
ongoing in your country? Do you have any relevaittligations that show the connec-
tions between armed violence prevention and rediietith development? If you have
some information about successful projects—prevaumgoing—that you think would
be relevant, please share them with our readersoffitact the editor, send an email to
newsletter@genevadeclaration.org




This newsletter is edited and distributed by thakgn United Nations Office (QUNO) in
Geneva in order to build awareness on issues gl development and armed vi-
olence and to increase engagement with the Genegkafation process. QUNO is man-
dated by the Geneva Declaration Core Group of st&genform civil society about the
Geneva Declaration process.



